Why are there contaminants in my drink- |s my water safe?

ing water?

Drinking water, including bottled water, may rea-
sonably be expected to contain at least small
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that wa-
ter poses a health risk. More information about con-
taminants and potential health effects can be ob-
tained by calling the Environmental Protection
Agency's (EPA) Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-
426-4791).

Contaminants that may be present in source water
before we treat it include:

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacte-
ria, which may come from sewage treatment plants,
septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and
wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals,
which can be naturally-occurring or result from ur-
ban stormwater runoff, industrial, or domestic waste-
water discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or
farming.

Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a
variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm-
water runoff, and residential uses.

Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic
and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-
products of industrial processes and petroleum pro-
duction, and can also come from gas stations, urban
stormwater runoff, and septic systems.

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-
occurring or be the result of oil and gas production
and mining activities.

Last year, as in years past, your tap water
met all U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and state drinking water
health standards. Local Water vigilantly safe-
guards its water supplies and once again we
are proud to report that our system has not
violated a maximum contaminant

level or any other water quality standard.

Do | need to take special precautions?
Some people may be more vulnerable to
contaminants in drinking water than the gen-
eral population. Immuno-compromised per-
sons such as persons with cancer undergo-
ing chemotherapy, persons who have under-
gone organ transplants, people with HIV/
AIDS or other immune system disorders,
some elderly, and infants can be particularly
at risk from infections. These people should
seek advice about drinking water from their
health care providers. EPA/Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropri-
ate means to lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other microbial con-
taminants are available from the Safe

Water Drinking Hotline (800-426-
4791).

EPA ensures that tap water is safe to drink

By writing regulations that limits both natural and
manmade contaminants. We follow both state and
federal regulations. Interstate bottled water is
regulated by the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion.

Where does my water come from?
Your drinking water comes from ground
Water from the Eastern Snake Plains
Aquifer. We have three wells: Wells #1
And #2 are located downtown. Well

#6 is located on the west side of town.

Source Water Assessment

The State of Idaho has completed this assess-
ment plan for our wells which includes a map
of where the water comes from, possible
sources of contamination, and a review of the
susceptibility of the source for contamination.
This plan is available for public review.

Monitoring and reporting of compliance
data violations

The City of Rupert had no significant viola-
tions.

Additional Information for Lead

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause
serious health problems, especially for
pregnant women and young children. Lead
in drinking water is primarily from materials
and components associated with service
lines and home plumbing. City Of Rupert is
responsible for providing high quality drink-
ing water, but cannot control the variety of
materials used in plumbing components.
When your water has been sitting for sev-
eral hours, you can minimize the potential
for lead exposure by flushing your tap for
30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water
for drinking or cooking. If you are con-
cerned about lead in your water, you may
wish to have your water tested. Information
on lead in drinking water, testing methods,
and steps you can take to minimize expo-
sure is available from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/
safewater/lead.
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If you have any questions

Or in emergencies call:
James Taylor
P.O. Box 426
Rupert, ID 83350
City Hall 208-436-9600
Phone: 208-434-2435
Cell 208-431-8046
Fax: 208-436-1850
E-Mail: james.taylor@rupert.id.us



